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PEER REVIEW WORKSHOP FOR RESEARCH ESSAY ON FILM ANALYSIS
Read your partner’s essay and answer the following questions discursively and in as much detail as
possible. Answer the questions collectively rather than addressing them point for point.
Introduction
1.

Does the introduction begin with a statement that grabs the reader’s attention and encourages the
reader to want to continue reading? Does the opening of the essay establish a clear focus and
problem to be addressed? Comment in detail.

2.

Does the introduction effectively follow the old to new contract while avoiding a “funnel”
introduction (going from the general to specific)? Is it sequenced from an explanation of the
question to be investigated to background information to a brief preview of the whole paper for
the purpose of forecasting and fulfillment? Comment in detail.

3.

Does the writer provide a detailed thesis statement that is sufficiently focused and supplies a
blueprint or map of the essay as a whole? Does the writer avoid announcing the topic and purpose
of the paper? Comment in detail how the thesis statement can be improved and developed.

Body
4.

Do the body paragraphs begin with topic sentences that forecast the topic developed in each
paragraph? Do these topic sentences open with transitional devices linking them to the preceding
paragraphs? Explain your response.

5.

What is the overall structure of the essay? How is it organized, and how effective is the
organization? What could be done to improve it?

6.

What support does the writer use to support the topic sentences? Is the support adequate and
sufficient to fulfill the points addressed in the topic sentences? Is it convincing? Please explain.

7.

Examine the writer’s use of sources. Are the sources used appropriately as support and are the
integrated well into the body of the text? Are quotations used infrequently and are they
appropriately integrated when used—are they introduced AND glossed? Has the writer effectively
and appropriately used signal phrases? Explain.

Conclusion
8.

How does the conclusion begin? Do you see a clear and novel transition? Has some attempt been
made to connect back to the introduction?

9.

Does the conclusion adequately summarize the main ideas in the body? Comment in detail.

10. Does the final sentence of the conclusion give the reader a sense of finality and closure? Do you
feel a sense of satisfaction in reading it that the paper has ended on an appropriate note and with a
feeling of significance about the topic that was discussed? Please comment in detail.

11. Does the writer effectively explore the larger significance of the problem or issue addressed in the
paper? Does it suggest its own significance in expanding knowledge in the field being addressed?

Documentation
12. Examine the Works Cited page (or References page for APA). Look at the sources being used and
make a list of the types of sources being and used (for example, book, anthology, article, internet
newspaper, etc.). Write the type and quantity of each source being used below.

13. Examine each of the entries on the Works Cited page. Do they follow exactly the prescribed
examples from our text? Note any errors on the page itself, and below write the problems the
writer may be having with these entries.

14. Is the Works Cited page double-spaced, including and starting from the title? Is the title of the
page centered? Are the second, third, fourth, etc. lines of each entry indented five spaces? Does
each of the entries follow the prescribed template from our text? Are the entries alphabetized by
surname or title of the author is not mentioned?

15. Check the entries on the Works Cited page and compare them to the in-text citations. Are all of
the entries on the Works Cited page cited in-text? Are there any in-text citations not included on
the Works Cited page? Comment in detail below.

16. Examine the in-text citations. Are these carried out properly? Please comment in detail below.

General Issues
17. Has the writer created coherence through the use of effective transitions, including strategies of
repetition? Are all paragraphs unified between the support and the topic sentences?

18. Is the writer effectively following the old before new contract in the body paragraphs? Explain in
detail.

19. Do you note any significant grammatical problems? Comment on the draft and note below any
repetitive problems in grammar.

20. Summarize the strengths and weaknesses of the essay below.
Strengths

21. Explain your suggestions for revision below.

Weaknesses

