
PREPARING A REVISION PLAN 
 
 

Doing a thorough job on the revision plan can mean the difference between 
substantial improvement and no improvement at all. From my experience, a 
direct correlation exists between the effort on the revision plan and an improved 
mark on the revised paper though this correlation is not by any means universally 
the case. 
 

A. Global Revision: Changes to be carried out to improve the paper in terms 
of audience, purpose, unity of focus, development, coherence and 
organization 

 
Students should write a page addressing how they specifically plan to improve 
the paper in terms of the larger concepts of writing. This discussion should 
address specific changes that will be made, not simply problems with the first 
submission of the assignment. For audience, consider whether or not the reader 
needs background information, a change of tone or style, or whether the topic is 
technical, thereby restricting the audience, or whether the topic is general, which 
would require a lower level of diction. For unity, consider whether the topic needs 
to be narrowed and refined and whether or not you are staying on topic. For 
development, consider whether or where more explanation is needed. For 
organization, consider the order of elements in the body as well as within 
paragraphs and whether the appropriate issues are emphasized or need to be 
relocated for greater emphasis. In persuasive writing, put your strongest claim at 
the end and the second strongest at the beginning of the essay. For coherence, 
see where more transitions are needed, where repetition is necessary, and 
whether the forms of repetition are sufficiently varied. Examine your thesis 
carefully and consider how it might be improved. Look at the material in our book 
on writing theses and topic sentences and see if yours are conforming to these 
requirements and suggestions. Look at the location of your topic sentences in the 
paragraphs and be sure they are located at the beginning in order to forecast the 
content. Consider how you might improve the introduction and conclusion by 
following the guidelines in our text. 
 

B. Local Revision: Changes to be carried out to improve the diction, clarity, 
syntax, phrasing, agreement, and other sentence-level problems 

 
In this section, explain how you plan to improve the paper at the local level by 
choosing more effective and appropriate vocabulary (avoiding vague 
expressions, Latinate phrasing, pedestrian word choice, etc.). Work on making 
phrases and sentences more concise. Explain how you will reconstruct awkward 
language and syntax problems. Work on the clarity of your sentences and 
expressions as well. 
 


